After God’s Own Heart Week 15

Prabn 17 (ASV)

Hear the right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry;

Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.
2 Let my sentence come forth from thy presence;

Let thine eyes look upon equity.

3 Thou hast proved my heart; thou hast visited me in the night;
Thou hast tried me, and findest nothing;

I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.

4 As for the works of men, by the word of thy lips

I have kept me from the ways of the violent.

5My steps have held fast to thy paths,

My feet have not slipped.

8] have called upon thee, for thou wilt answer me, O God:
Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.

”Show thy marvellous lovingkindness,

O thou that savest by thy right hand them that take refuge in thee
From those that rise up against them.

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye;

Hide me under the shadow of thy wings,

® From the wicked that oppress me,

My deadly enemies, that compass me about.

19 They are inclosed in their own fat:

With their mouth they speak proudly.

1 They have now compassed us in our steps;

They set their eyes to cast us down to the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,

And as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

13 Arise, O Jehovah,

Confront him, cast him down:

Deliver my soul from the wicked by thy sword;

14 From men by thy hand, O Jehovah,

From men of the world, whose portion is in this life,

And whose belly thou fillest with thy treasure:

They are satisfied with children,

And leave the rest of their substance to their babes.

15 As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness;

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with beholding thy form.
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Study the Psalm and fill in the categories as Scripture reveals.

God:

People/Wicked:
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Dear Father God, when I am packed with emotional desperation as David was in Psalm 17,
remind me to fall at Your feet and leave my concerns with You. Nothing happens that You don’t
see. You are the judge, Father, not me. Keep me from desiring revenge for those who hurt me or
others, let me not speak foully about others when they threaten harm. Fill me with Your Holy
Spirit and not repay evil with evil. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

gg%ctz'on

1. Read these verses. 1 Peter 3:9, Romans 12:17 and 21. How do they relate to David’s
response to opposition and teach us about how we need to respond?

Peter 3:9 "Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you
were called so that you may inherit a blessing" (New International Version).
Romans 12:17 "Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone" (New International Version).
Romans 12:21 "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (New International
Version).

2. What does Deuteronomy 32:35 (KJV) mean to Christians? : "To me belongeth
vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity
is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste."

3. Read Psalm 56:8. Does this verse bring you comfort? Why or why not?
"You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your book?
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This morning, I read Psalm 17 and immediately compared what David lived through thousands
of years ago with what we experience today. The news is overflowing with profane verbal wars,
name-calling, death threats, physically damaging encounters, and murderous acts by those who
oppose whatever is happening that they disapprove of. There is no conscience, no filter, no holds
barred. On the contrary, every day someone new encourages more people to do the same.

Why? No one gets their way 100% of the time. It’s wrong to expect it because that doesn’t reflect
a caring attitude toward others' needs. Does equality only apply when it concerns our own
desires? Have we lost basic consideration and empathy for others? Do we have no
compassion?—to the point of ravaging people’s reputation with words or their lives with harm
and even murder? How did we get here? And the larger question is: how do we return to loving
our fellow man? Our fellow Americans, neighbors, friends, coworkers, and family
members?

David was concerned for his life at various times from different people. Those who claimed to be
friends, and even his own son, Absalom, opposed him, tracked him, and wanted to kill him.
Why? Some motivations include jealousy and desire for power, fueled by hearts filled with evil.

But this is the crucial part that we cannot miss. David didn’t attack Saul even though Saul
wanted David dead and actively pursued that end. David didn’t kill Absalom. As a matter of
fact, he directed Joab not to kill Absalom. Joab didn’t adhere to David's wishes and killed him
anyway. But the point is this: David didn’t match evil with evil. Instead, he cried out to God
for protection, help, rescue, and refuge. He left the fate of his enemies in the hands and plans of
the Lord. He cried out for God to examine his heart. He desired the promise of eternity in
heaven over temporary worldly victory.

As harsh, brutal words increase, I notice more and more people engage in unacceptable behavior.
I can judge or change only myself. But it is our responsibility to remind each other, as Christians,
to adhere to God’s expectations of us. If we follow David’s example and pursue God's Own
Heart, HE will fill us with His Spirit and equip us to resist retaliation.

~Lisa gsritcﬁarJ
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Title: The Heart Laid Bare Before God

Have you ever found yourself treated unfairly, even when you have done nothing wrong?
Have you felt the sting of injustice — the weight of others’ harsh or malicious actions — and
wondered how you should respond?

I remember a time in my youth when I faced such a season. People acted with vindictive
motives towards me simply because I love Jesus and am committed to living for Him. I was
remined of Jesus’s words if they persecuted Him, they will persecute me also. No servant is greater
than his master (John 15:20). I took my pain to God in prayer — and there, I found a promise that
anchored my heart:

Exodus 14:14 (AMP) “The Lord will fight for you while you [only need to] keep
silent and remain calm.” Those words brought great comfort, yet they were not easy to live by.
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And I believe this is the same lesson David knew well when he too faced injustice and false
accusations.

In Psalm 17, David pours out his heart before God. It is a prayer of lament — a cry for
vindication from one who is innocent. He begins by pleading for God to hear him and judge rightly
(vv. 1-2). He boldly declares his innocence (vv. 3-5) and asks for refuge and protection from his
enemies (vv. 6-9). He describes these enemies as fierce and ruthless (vv. 10—12), and he begs God
to confront them and deliver him (vv. 13—14). Yet, amidst the turmoil, the psalm ends with one of
the most beautiful declarations of faith:

Psalm 17:15 (AMP) As for me, I shall see Your face in righteousness, I will be [fully]
satisfied when I awake [to find myself] seeing Your likeness. It is never easy to remain peaceful in
the face of injustice. Everything in us wants to defend ourselves, to retaliate, to make things right.
Yet Christ calls us to a higher path — to forgive, to turn the other cheek, to walk the extra mile
(Matthew 5:39-42). He calls us to trust that He is the one who fights for us, and to resist evil not
with more evil but with Christlike character. This is only possible when God Himself is enough for
us — when His presence becomes our satisfaction.

David understood this deeply. He remembered the covenant love and saving power of God:

Psalm 17:7 (AMPC) Show Your marvelous loving-kindness, O You Who save by Your right
hand those who trust and take refuge in You from those who rise up against them. Our confidence
in seasons of injustice does not come from the hope of a swift resolution but from the character of
the God who holds us. He loves us deeply. He is faithful to those who seek refuge in Him (Psalm
2:12; 5:11). His “right hand” — a symbol of power and blessing — upholds us (Psalm 102:25;
119:173). David also pleads with God to hold him close — to watch over him with tender care
as “the apple of His eye” and to surround him with divine protection, safely hidden “in the shadow
of His wings.”

Psalm 17:8 (NIV) Keep me as the apple of Your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
So when we are falsely accused, unfairly treated, or suffer because of others’ injustice, we can do
what David did — run to God. We can trust Him to defend and deliver us, even as we remain calm,
peaceful, and steadfast in our faith.

For our true comfort is not found in circumstances changing, but in the presence of God —
the One who loves us deeply, watches over us carefully, and shelters us beneath His wings. In His
presence, we find our satisfaction. In His likeness we find our joy. In His faithfulness, we find the
strength to keep walking in Christlike grace, even in the face of injustice.

By: Mariska van der Walt

Mariska is a devoted disciple of Jesus Christ, deeply loves God, and cherishes His Word. She is joyfully married to
Anrich — an incredible man of God, her best friend, and her companion in every adventure of life. Together, they
are blessed with two wonderful sons who bring richness and joy to their lives. Mariska’s heart beats for the Church
and its leaders. Her greatest passion is to serve faithfully, walking alongside leaders so they may be whole, restored,

and equipped to lead with strength and sustainability in the ministry to which God has called them.
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[ would love to hear from you! Use the “Contact” page under “More” to submit your response
about how God moved you in this passage. If you grant permission in your response, I may post
it on the main page of the website the following week. If you don’t want it posted, that’s okay
too. I will keep it private. Thank you, and I pray you are blessed in amazing ways.
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