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Psalm 9 (ASV) Happy Thanksgiving! 

A psalm of thanksgiving for God’s justice. 

For the Chief Musician; set to Muth-labben. A Psalm of David. 

 
1 I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my whole heart; 

I will show forth all thy marvellous works. 
2 I will be glad and exult in thee; 

I will sing praise to thy name, O thou Most High. 
3 When mine enemies turn back, 

They stumble and perish at thy presence. 
4 For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; 

Thou sittest in the throne judging righteously. 
5 Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou hast destroyed the wicked; 

Thou hast blotted out their name for ever and ever. 
6 The enemy are come to an end, they are desolate for ever; 

And the cities which thou hast overthrown, 

The very remembrance of them is perished. 
7 But Jehovah sitteth as king for ever: 

He hath prepared his throne for judgment; 
8 And he will judge the world in righteousness, 

He will minister judgment to the peoples in uprightness. 
9 Jehovah also will be a high tower for the oppressed, 

A high tower in times of trouble; 
10 And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee; 

For thou, Jehovah, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 
11 Sing praises to Jehovah, who dwelleth in Zion: 

Declare among the people his doings. 
12 For he that maketh inquisition for blood remembereth them; 

He forgetteth not the cry of the poor. 
13 Have mercy upon me, O Jehovah; 

Behold my affliction which I suffer of them that hate me, 

Thou that liftest me up from the gates of death; 
14 That I may show forth all thy praise. 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion 

I will rejoice in thy salvation. 
15 The nations are sunk down in the pit that they made: 

In the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 
16 Jehovah hath made himself known, he hath executed judgment: 
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The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah 
17 The wicked shall be turned back unto Sheol, 

Even all the nations that forget God. 
18 For the needy shall not alway be forgotten, 

Nor the expectation of the poor perish for ever. 
19 Arise, O Jehovah; let not man prevail: 

Let the nations be judged in thy sight. 
20 Put them in fear, O Jehovah: 

Let the nations know themselves to be but men. Selah 

Study the Psalm and fill in the categories as Scripture reveals.   

For the definition and more on higgaion, see the link-  Biblehub.com 

 

God is: 

 

God has/will: 

 

 

I will: 

 

 

Enemies will: 

 

 

Prayer 
Dear God, 

Thank you that You are a righteous God who sits on the throne of judgment.  Nothing escapes 

Your notice.  Thank You for the music and for making our voices melodic so we can sing to You 

with praise and adoration. It lifts my heart and lightens my burden to praise You, my just and 

marvelous king. In Jesus’ name,  Amen.  
 

Reflection 
1. What action does David repeat over and over that he wants God to take? How many 

times does he say it?   

 

2. Do you think it’s important for us to remember?  Why or why not? 

 

3. What does it mean for the nations to “forget God?” Do you have a current example? How 

can we make sure we don’t forget God? 

 

4. See the activity sheet for this week on the website! If you don’t have time for the 

“thankful turkey”, then I ask you to make a list right here for what you are thankful for. 
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Response 
 We live in a time when our nation is deeply divided. Unnecessary violence fills our 
streets—stealing loved ones, leaving others wounded, and spreading fear. Sometimes this 
happens because someone speaks out against evil; other times, innocent people suffer 
simply for living in a war-torn place. 

I’ll be honest—yesterday I felt overwhelmed by the constant stream of bad news. I 

lamented because it seemed too heavy to bear. But this morning, as I prepared for my doctor’s 

appointment, I turned on my Gratitude and Worship playlist. Lifting my voice to the Lord 

reminded me of who He is and all He has done. 

In today’s passage (NIV), He is described as our stronghold. This is the definition from 

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary. 

STRONG-HOLD, noun [strong and hold.] A fastness; a fort; a fortified place; a place of 

security. Webster’s 1828 Dictionary Yes! He is my security. I will sing it out loud! 

`Lisa Pritchard 
 

Guest Response 
Extended hands. The image connotates service, the giving of oneself to another. A 

reaching into or toward another fully in supplication. In Psalm 9, David praises the LORD with 

his whole heart. In the overflowing of joy and thanks, he reaches to the heavens, and his voice 

breaks into songs of worship. 

David is grateful for the LORD’s intervention and protection over evil. We, too, know 

that when we pray for deliverance from the evil one, He will send the enemy packing. “The 

LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.” (Psalm 9:9 NIV) 

There have been many times that the “thief” has broken into my life, seeking to destroy my 

peace, my joy, my very life. I give testimony that the LORD has caused my oppressors—in 

whichever form they came—to fall into “the pit they have dug.” 

Almighty God hears us, and He is trustworthy. We can and should praise Him even 

before the answers, or the healing, or the saving comes! 

The LORD reigns forever! He is worthy and mighty to save!  

~Jennifer Tirrell 
 

Jennifer E. Tirrell invites you to merge your roots, purpose, and blessings through her writing, 

and to live all-in. She often uses nature as a window through which others can see the Creator. 

Find Jennifer at: www.writingwithjet.com 

 

Reminder 
I would love to hear from you! Use the “Contact” page under “More” to submit 

your response about how God moved you in this passage. If you grant permission in your 

response, I may post it on the main page of the website for the following week.  If you don’t 

want it posted, that’s okay too. I will keep it private. Thank you, and I pray you are blessed in 

amazing ways. 
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